
UNITED STATES BANKRUPTCY COURT 
SOUTHERN DISTRICT OF NEW YORK 
---------------------------------------------------------------X  
In Re:   : 

 : 
Application for Exemption from the Electronic : General Order M-623 
Public Access Fees by Matthew Bruckner,                : 
   : 
 : 
---------------------------------------------------------------X 

 
This matter is before the Court upon the application and request by Matthew Bruckner   

(the “Applicant”) for exemption from the fees imposed by the Electronic Public Access Fee Schedule 
adopted by the Judicial Conference of the United States Courts. 

 
The Court finds, based upon the attached letter received on January 18, 2024, that the 

Applicant has demonstrated that an exemption is necessary in order to avoid unreasonable burdens 
and to promote public access to information. 

 
Accordingly, the Applicant shall be exempt from the payment of fees for access via PACER to 

the electronic case files maintained in this Court to the extent such use is incurred in connection with 
the project described in the attached letter and application.  The Applicant shall not be exempt from 
the payment of fees incurred in connection with other uses of the PACER system in this Court. 

 
Additionally, the following limitations apply: 

 
1. This fee exemption applies only to the Applicant, and is valid only for the purposes 

stated above. 
2. This fee exemption applies only to the electronic case files of this Court that are available 

through the PACER system; 
3. By accepting this exemption, the Applicant agrees not to sell for profit any data obtained as a 

result of receiving this exemption. 
4. This exemption is valid from January 25, 2024 through December 31, 2024. 

 
This exemption may be revoked at the discretion of the Court at any time.  A copy of this 

Order shall be sent to the PACER Service Center. 
 
Dated: January 25, 2024 

              New York, NY 
 

    /s/ Martin Glenn  
MARTIN GLENN 

Chief United States Bankruptcy Judge 
 

 
 



 
Pacer exemption request 

 
UPDATE (Jan. 24, 2024): 
 
In response to my original request below, I was advised to “provide an estimated list of 
the number and/or type(s) of documents you plan to review from PACER. This may 
include case numbers, dockets, suit codes etc. This can be added as an attachment to 
your application. Also we recommend that you ensure the documents requested would 
be available at the courts you have selected on your application.” 
 
I estimate that I will download approximately four documents per case and that I will 
need documents from 758 cases. In other words, I estimate that I will eventually want to 
download just over 3,000 documents.  
 
According to the DOJ, in the first ten months since their guidance was issued, 632 cases 
were filed.1  Since then, two more months have elapsed. At the same rate (63 cases per 
month), that means approximately 758 cases should constitute my entire data set.  
 
My estimate of four documents per case is based on my review of the dockets from four 
cases where the Department of Justice consented to the discharge of a borrower’s 
student loans. For each case, I reviewed at least three documents (the complaint, the 
answer, and the court’s order affirming the discharge of student loan debt). In two 
cases, I also downloaded exhibits or letters because I couldn’t identify whether they 
were relevant documents. They were not. In those two cases, I downloaded a total of 
five documents.  
 
I only seek documents from cases filed since November 2022. As such, I expect that 
most will be electronically available. But, if they are not, I will restrict myself to using 
only those documents that are available online. 
 
If you approve this request, my PACER username is matthewbruckner. My account 
number is 4480870. I currently have an unrelated waiver for the Bankruptcy Court of 
the District of Columbia from Judge Gunn. 
 
 
Original request:  
 
On November 17, 2022, the Department of Justice announced a new process for 
handling bankruptcy cases in which individuals seek to discharge their federal student 

 
1 https://www.justice.gov/opa/pr/justice-department-and-department-education-announce-successful-
first-year-new-student-loan (“632 cases were filed in the first 10 months of the new process (November 2022 
through September 2023), a significant increase from recent years.”) 

https://www.justice.gov/opa/pr/justice-department-and-department-education-announce-successful-first-year-new-student-loan
https://www.justice.gov/opa/pr/justice-department-and-department-education-announce-successful-first-year-new-student-loan


loans. See https://www.justice.gov/opa/pr/justice-department-and-department-
education-announce-fairer-and-more-accessible-bankruptcy.  
 
One year later, the DOJ released a statement claiming that the new "process is achieving 
its goals of ensuring consistency and equity in the evaluation of student loan discharge 
requests, and that the process has translated into increasing numbers of eligible federal 
student loan borrowers seeking and obtaining debt relief under the Bankruptcy Code." 
See https://www.justice.gov/opa/pr/justice-department-and-department-education-
announce-fairer-and-more-accessible-bankruptcy 
 
I seek to evaluate these claims. Despite numerous FOIA requests to both DOJ and the 
Department of Education, neither agency has produced a list cases that have used the 
new process. In conversations with staff attorneys at both departments, I have been told 
that the best way to obtain this information would be to search PACER for "523(a)(8)." 
And so I seek permission to do so. If granted, I will use my access to conduct this 
search.  
 
Once I have my list, I will download the bankruptcy petitions, complaints filed in 
related adversary proceedings, settlement agreements between the DOJ, ED, and 
petitioners, plus any related documents.  
 
With these documents, I seek to build a portrait of how the bankruptcy process for 
discharging student loans has changed since the 2022 guidance was put into place. 
 
 
 








